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INVITATION TO NATIONAL YOUTH FORUM 2015
To
Area and Branch Youth Officers; Youth Leaders; Area and Branch Secretaries

Area Director of Units and Regional Director of Units


CC
National Youth Working Group Members
Date
25th September 2015

Dear Member,

The National Youth Working Group is delighted to extend an invitation to all youth members and their leaders of the Irish Red Cross to the 2015 National Youth Forum.  

The theme of the 2015 National Youth Forum is:
TODAY’S SOLFERINOS:

How can we help?

The National Youth Forum allows youth members to express their views and contribute to the development of Irish Red Cross Youth.

It aims to:
· Ensure that Irish Red Cross Youth members have a voice

· Facilitate the exchange of experiences and develop networks for our youth members

· Explore where Irish Red Cross Youth is going and establish priorities of concern

· Encourage active participation

· Celebrate achievements

Any youth member between the ages of 4 and 25 and any youth leader can attend the forum.

Details:
Date:

Saturday 21st November 2015
Venue:

Athlone Springs Hotel, Monksland, Athlone, Co Westmeath
Time:

10.00 a.m. – 6.30pm 
Cost:

€20.00 (4-17yrs)


€25.00 (Leaders & participants 18 yrs & over)

Attached:
1) Youth Forum information
2) Booking form - please return the completed form by Friday 30th October, 2015.  Please note that no form will be accepted unless we receive written or emailed confirmation from Branch Secretary or Treasurer that their account can be invoiced
3) Parental consent forms, please return by Friday 30th October, 2015.
If you have any questions/queries on the attached, please feel free to contact me or Catriona Finn at 01 6424600 or email youth@redcross.ie 
Yours sincerely,
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Sandra Stanley

Head of Youth & Volunteer Development
NATIONAL YOUTH FORUM 2015 INFORMATION
TODAY’S SOLFERINOS:

How can we help?

Workshops

Age-appropriate workshops at the National Youth Forum will be delivered by youth members with the assistance of the National Youth Working Group.

This year, workshops will be based on the Irish Red Cross Youth motto:

“Youth doing more, doing better and reaching further in local communities and beyond.”

Examples:

· Doing more – showcasing all IRCY programmes and activities which are currently available and offering support to bring them to your local group
· Doing better – discussing peer education and spreading the message of our Fundamental Principles in all of our actions
· Reaching further – asking IRCY members to tell us what the needs or problems are in their local communities, and globally – and asking them how they think they can help
· IRCY & the Migrant Crisis – IRCY participants will send welcoming messages to migrants arriving in Ireland and will suggest ways in which they think they can help migrants when they reach Ireland
NEW FOR 2015 - Ideas Bulletin Board

Each year we ask youth members to tell us what issues, ideas and concerns they have. Their feedback is used by the National Youth Working Group to plan programmes and activities for the following two years.

In the past, we have voted on these ideas in a formal way using a paper ballot. This year, we are bringing a more inclusive and interactive approach for our youth members to guide IRCY in its work!

All youth members are invited to submit their ideas which will be placed on our Bulletin Board at the National Youth Forum. Throughout the day all participants will have a chance to read the ideas and to offer their support by adding their name below any of the ideas they like. They will also have some time to meet in groups and discuss the ideas with each other.

There is no limit to the amount of ideas that can be submitted, and some space will be reserved for ideas that are raised throughout the day. 

Who can submit an idea? 
Any individual member or IRCY group
What kind of ideas should be submitted?

Ideas should ask the National Youth Working Group to do something specific or to ask the National Society to do something specific.
You can use the following tips as a guideline for your ideas:
· Getting youth members involved in Irish Red Cross management structures

· What issues should Irish Red Cross Youth programmes cover?
· How Irish Red Cross Youth should be helping with issues and problems that young people have

· How Irish Red Cross Youth can help in their local communities? What roles should they have?
· How Irish Red Cross Youth can connect to older generations to share knowledge – what can we teach? What can we learn?

· How is Irish Red Cross Youth helping problems globally? How can we help?

· Anything that you think is important that isn’t currently being addressed by Irish Red Cross Youth

How can I submit an idea?

You can email your idea to youth@redcross.ie or post it to: Catriona Finn, Youth & Volunteer Development Department, Irish Red Cross, 16 Merrion Square, Dublin 2

Please submit your ideas on or before Tuesday 17th of November at 12 noon.
National Youth Forum 2015
Application Form - Saturday 21st November 2015
The _______________ Area/Branch (delete where appropriate) would like to participate in the National Youth Forum to be held in Athlone, Co Westmeath on Saturday 21st November 2015
The main contact point* for this group is:

Name:


 ____________________________________________
Contact Number:
_______________(H)_________________(M)

Email:


_____________________________________________


*Please note, this contact person may need to provide further information such as t-shirt sizes, dietary requirements, etc. before the event. They will be contacted by email for these details, please ensure email address provided is correct.

A group of _________ (insert number here) will attend.  
This includes ________Leaders (over 18) and __________ young participants (under 18).

I have asked my Branch/Area Treasurer/Secretary to confirm that they can be invoiced for this event. They will contact you by email/post to confirm.
Adult (over 18)   €20.00 per person 





Child (under 18) €25.00 per person

Cancellations made on or after 23rd  of October and on or before 6th of November will receive a 50% refund of fees. Cancellations made after 6th of November will not receive a refund of fees.

THANK YOU

 Application and Parental Consent for Participation in Irish Red Cross Youth Forum- Members under 18 years of age

Area: ____________________________ Branch ______________________________

Event; ________________________________________________________________ 

Dates: ____________________________ Leader in charge: ______________________

Participants Details

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

Telephone No: _______________________ Email: ____________________________

Date of Birth: _________________________

Special Diet (if any) _______________________________________________________

Medical Condition (if any) __________________________________________________

Medication (if any) _______________________________________________________

Name, Address and telephone of GP: _________________________________________

I confirm that I have given consent for my child named above to attend the Irish Red Cross Youth Forum in Athlone, Co Westmeath on Saturday 21st November 2015
I understand that the day’s activities will be recorded on video and that photographs will also be taken, which may be used to promote Youth Red Cross Activities in the future.

In the case of medical emergency or injury I give my consent for my son/daughter to receive urgent medical attention until such time as I can be contacted.  I understand that every effort will be made to contact me as soon as possible should such an eventuality arise.

Parent’s/Guardian’s Name: (Block Capitals) ___________________________________


Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: _____________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

Telephone number where you can be contacted ________________________________
